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Notice of Reason for Rejection 

Patent Application No.: 2000-137801 
Drafting Date: February 16, 2004 

JPO Examiner: Akira Tanji 

8320 5L00 

Attorney for Applicant: Yoshiyuki Inaba and two 

others 

Applicable Provisions: Sections 29(2) of the Patent 

Law 

It is found that the present patent application should be rejected 
for the reasons stated below. If the Applicant has any argument 
against this Notice, the Applicant may file an argument with the Patent 
Office within sixty (60) days from the date this Notice is mailed. 

Reason 



The present invention relating to the following claims of the 
present application should not be granted a patent under the provision 
of Section 29(2) of the Patent Law since it could have easily been made 
by persons who have common knowledge in the technical field to which 
the invention pertains, based on the inventions described in the 
publications listed below which were distributed in Japan or other 
countries prior to the filing of the present application, or the inventions 
which became available to the public through telecommunication 
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circuits. 

Note (For the cited documents and others, see the "List of Cited 
Documents.") 

Claims 1 and 2 

Cited Document 1 discloses the following: ( i ) when a customer 
chooses "Settlement at Seven-Eleven Stores" to order a product through 
an online store site, a bill with a barcode appears on the screen, which 
is printed out, and when the customer shows the bill number at the store, 
the data is transmitted to a system center via a POS register at the store, 
thereby completing the settlement; and ( ii ) the information on the bill 
number and settlement amount is transmitted from the online store site 
to the system center of Seven-Eleven. Cited Document 2 discloses the 
following: ( i ) when a customer searches for a book that he or she 
wants from a web page of eS-Books and places an order, eS-Books 
displays an "Order Receipt ID" compatible with a barcode on the web 
page; ( ii ) the customer prints out the web page displaying the Order 
Receipt ID or writes down the ID number; (iii) eS-Books passes the 
order to Tohan, while transmitting the order information to 
headquarter/system center of Seven-Eleven; and ( iv ) when the 
customer comes in to pick up the book, the barcode and ID number are 
shown to be checked to see if he or she is the valid person. 

It is not recognized that there is any special technical difficulty in 
using the settlement method for settling the product account in Cited 
Documents 1 and 2 to settle the products for account settlement 
provided by the service provider device in the present invention. 

Claims 3 through 19 

Cited Documents 3 through 9 disclose the matters as described 
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in the situation statement regarding accelerated examinations (cited in 
the international search report of the international application serving as 
a basis for the claim of priority of the present application). 

Such matters, as what kind of bill form is used for settlement and 
what is used as media, are merely matters of design choice of a person 
skilled in the art. 

If any reason for refusal is found later, there will be a notification. 
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October 11, 1999 
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(In addition, please note that if an application concerns "computer 
device," "server," and "terminal," and discloses the functions to be 
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performed by them, but does not specifically disclose the structure 
and performance as a computer system to implement such functions 
to an extent that "information processing by software is specifically 
implemented by using hardware resources," an invention described 
in such application is not recognized to be a creation based on the 
technical idea using the law of nature as a computer-software-related 
invention.) 



Record of Prior Art Search Results 

• Field of search IPC, 7 th edition G06F17/60 
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• Prior art document 

This record is not a component of the reasons for rejection 
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